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1 As  Seyed-Gohrab  rightly  mentions  in  the  introduction  to  this  volume,  “poets  and
writers are so essential  in the turbulent history of  twentieth-century Iran that any
history  of  modern  Iran  neglecting  the  role  of  literature  ...  would  be  seriously
incomplete” (14). This volume, focusing on the second half of the twentieth century,
provides a history of the period through analysing the relation between writers and the
state.  It  consists  of  a  prologue,  an  introduction  (by  Seyed-Gohrab),  eight  chapters,
notes, a bibliography, and an index.
2 The  first  four  chapters  discuss  the  issue  of  censorship  in  the  period  under  study.
Chapter One studies how “the mechanisms that bind artistic expression to a particular
version of the symbolic grasp of reality, conceived and conducted within one social
environment,  may  not  operate  in  the  same  way  in  another”  (47).  The  next  three
chapters are organized in a chronological order. Chapter Two provides the reader with
an history of the Writers Association of Iran, whose “fortunes, consisting of periods of
feverish activity  and lifeless  dormancy,  epitomise  the  pattern of  intellectual  life  in
Iran” (53). It also covers Dah Shab (The Ten Nights), held in Tehran’s Goethe Institute in
October 1977, which is “beyond question the most significant group event in Iranian
intellectual history” (71). Chapter Three explores “the issue of censorship in the Islamic
Republic  of  Iran  in  relation  to  the  dynamics  of  literary  signification  and
communication” (85).  It  shifts  the focus “from the formal,  factual,  and legal  to the
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interpretive,  perceptual,  and  subjective  viewpoint”  to  better  understand  “the
intricacies  of  interpretive  processes  under  constantly  changing  sets  of  external
constraints such as Iran has experienced” (85-86). Chapter Four studies the image of
the Iranian revolution in Persian literature of the early 1980s.
3 The next four chapters each focus on a single literary figure. Chapter Five, focusing on
Shamlu, elaborates on how the “sweeping energy of the young dreamer has gradually
subsided into  the  brooding  pessimism of  the  white-haired  poet”  (150).  Chapter  Six
defines “exile” in Saʿedi’s short stories as “uprootedness in an almost literal sense, in
that it gives the exile a sense of separation of one part of his or her soul from the rest,
from what provides it with all the nourishment it needs to sustain its existence as a
living organism” (152). Chapter Seven introduces Akhavan as “the contrary poetic voice
summoning Iranians back to  the roots  of  their  ancient  culture in  order  to  effect  a
much-needed  consensus  for  rejuvenation  and  renewal”  “at  a  time  when  the  only
alternative ideologies capable of mobilising the poor and powerless masses ... appeared
to point either in the direction of a socialist Utopia or to some sort of theocracy” (182).
Chapter Eight focuses on Saʿidi-Sirjani, the writer whose firm belief in the freedom of
speech, led to his death in prison.
4 Through his  powerful  storytelling,  Karimi-Hakkak interweaves scholarship with the
accounts of his encounters with the authors studied in the volume. The chapter on
Saʿedi is a good example of this. It starts with a brief, nevertheless moving, account of
the exiled writer’s “border crossing” and ends with an even more moving account of
the author’s last meeting with him. This volume will appeal to those in the field of
modern Persian literature, more particularly those interested in the relation between
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